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October 2016

Exciting times at Reddish Hall!
Through the course of the next term there will be lots of exciting additions at Reddish Hall. A new computer
suite has been installed, making Mr Norbury (our computing and design lead) very happy! This will be used by
all students, including primary, enabling a more thorough understanding of such topics as coding.
During the half term break, the large room near reception is being transformed into a Food Tech centre
where secondary and primary pupils will be able to create culinary delights. A Food Tech room is something
our students were keen to have, so we are hoping that we may be training the Jamie Olivers of the future.
After Christmas the outside will be transformed by the introduction of a MUGA (Multi Usage Games Area).
The synthetic surface and high fencing will provide an ideal area for students to do PE as well as being used
for break time sports.
At the same time work begins on the second building at Reddish Hall to transform it into our future primary
building. The current temporary buildings on the Denstone Road side will be demolished, making way for
allotments which our students will be able to use to practice skills in horticulture. The main building is very
similar to the one currently in use, just on a slightly smaller scale. A lot of work needs to be done to make
the building usable so we are anticipating it will be ready for our primary students to move into in September
2017.

Our aim is that every student should achieve their potential
and develop an understanding of and respect for themselves and others
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Upcoming...
The second autumn half term is always an exciting one as we approach
Christmas. We have cinema trips to look forward to through the
‘Into Film’ Festival. The ‘Into Film’ website explains the festival as ‘the
world’s largest free film and education event for young people. The
Festival offers more than 3,000 cinema screenings of 165+ films,
all selected with educators in mind. Free, cross-subject, curriculam
linked resources are available to support learning and engage young
people through the magic of cinema.’ We are looking forward to
these trips!
The upcoming half term also sees the first
anniversary of the opening of Reddish Hall
School. We will be looking to recognise our
first birthday and will let parents and carers
know what we have planned.
The school building’s history is strongly connected
with World War 1 and the first week back
sees Remembrance Day. We will of course be
commemorating this with a ceremony and art
created by some of our students.
We also have a theatre trip upcoming and the
opportunity for two of our students to spend the day
in London at a Mock EU Council. This is before the
end of term rewards trips and Christmas events!

Key Stage 4
September also saw the start of our key stage 4 provision, with our previous Year 9’s moving into
Year 10 and being joined by other Year 10’s. Qualifications are personalised to each individual but
courses of study include english, maths, science, computing, PE, history, preparation for working life
and a vocational qualification in horticulture and animal care. Pupils will be entered for certificates and
exams based on their individual interests and how they can best achieve.
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Parents and Carers Forum
We held our first Parents and Carers
Forum this half term with several
people attending.
Topics discussed included the mission
statement, frequency of formal
reports, communication between
school and home and homework.
The minutes are available on the
school website at:
http://reddishhallschool.co.uk/
parentcarer-forum/
The next forum will be held on
Monday 30th January 2017 at
1.30pm. Please contact admin if you
are able to attend.
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Pupils return to sc
hool
after half term on
Monday 7th Nove
mber.

School is closed to
students on -

Friday 25th Novem
ber
and Monday 28th
November for staff
training.
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Literacy
During this term Primary 1 have looked at traditional
tales and biographies.
We have all chosen a famous person to write
about, these include; Roald Dahl, Wayne Rooney,
Ellie Simmonds, Henry Ford, Conor McGregor and
Bradley Wiggins.

Topic
In topic we have been looking at our local area,
then we started learning about the great fire of
London.
We have found out when and where it started,
we have also found out why it started and then
we looked at why it spread so far.
We have even created a plan to rebuild London
that will prevent a fire from happening again, by
order of King William II!
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PSHE
During PSHE we have focused on new
beginnings. We have thought about how it
feels in a new environment or experience, and
what we can do with our bodies to keep calm.
We have also looked at our friendships and how
our friends can help us.
During a recent lesson we focused on what
a compliment is and how these make us feel
and how to respond. We created posters that
everyone could stick their compliments onto.

Religious Education
In RE we have learnt about harvest festival and
charities that help others such as operation Christmas
Child.
We have collected shoeboxes, wrapped them and
filled them full of presents to send to other children
around the world.
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Art and Design
In Primary 1 the students have been investigating
leaves.
They produced amazing observational drawings in
soft pastels. From this they created a 3 dimensional
leaf in papier mache, using pages from magazines and
newspapers. The students were very excited about
working on their final leaf project. They rolled out
clay thinly and pressed leaves in to the clay to create
a leaf tile and a leaf bowl. They then painted the clay
to resemble their leaf drawings. The results were
beautiful, hopefully they made it home in one piece!

The second project this term was for the students to
design and create a Robot.
They have worked hard to create their designs
using boxes and cartons and have really enjoyed
the construction process. They have worked
independently and demonstrated fantastic problem
solving skills.
Once the Robots have been finished the students will
use them for the final project this term. They will look
at the work of French Neo-Impressionist George
Seurat and create a painting of their Robot in the
Pointillist style.
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In Primary 2 the students researched tribal patterns. From these they developed their own series of tribal
pattern designs. They then chose one of their designs and used this to create a printing plate. From this they
printed on to a variety of papers and fabrics. The results were really impressive.
The students have just started their new Art topic. In celebration of the centenary of Author Roald Dahl’s
birth, we have looked at descriptions of some of his best known characters. From this we are creating head
sculptures to match the character descriptions, using a four litre milk carton as a starting point. Unusual, but
it works!

Rewards Trip
Our rewards trip this half term will be to the cinema
to watch ‘Trolls’ and to have lunch at pizza hut!
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Primary has
expanded!
This half term we opened our second class in
primary, which is made up of year 5 and 6 children.
We also had some more exciting news as in our
second primary class we had our first two girls join
us.
We have been learning about Robin Hood in
English and then went on to write our own
legend stories. Maths has consisted of many topics,
including Roman numerals and place value.
We have participated in many practical activities
in the majority of subjects to aid the visual and
kinaesthetic learners, which has worked really well
and all the children have seemed to enjoy ‘verb
dominoes’.

Options
This half term we have had lots of children who
have earned their options on a Friday afternoon
through their good positive behaviour.
We have been to many places including bowling,
the rock climbing wall, the high ropes, soft play and
caving.
We have been really pleased with the behaviour of
all of the primary children every time we have taken
them out of school.
Well done guys!
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English
In English this term, we have been exploring different types of Non-Fiction writing, including writing our own
autobiographies and writing to express a point of view on a debate topic. We have been considering how we
can write to persuade our reader as well as keep our writing engaging, accurate, convincing and entertaining.
We are really excited about moving on to literature units next half term. As we are exploring the Gothic,
Victorian era and America in the post-war depression, we will be learning about context too. We will be
enjoying books by Dickens, Steinbeck, Shelley and more.
Finally, we have set up a reward system in English for our attitude to learning and our achievements in
individual lessons. This has become a competition so we can all work towards targets and be rewarded for
hard work.

PSHE
The secondary pupils have been looking at what makes a healthy lifestyle.
They have focused on the effects of drugs, alcohol, smoking, healthy foods
and exercise.
They have looked at food packaging and have learnt how and where to find
the important information that shows us what is in our foods.
The pupils have tested their heart rates before and after exercise and discussed how this would positively
affect their bodies.
Finally the pupils have produced an information leaflet on either drugs, alcohol or smoking targeted to
young people of their own ages.

Computer Science
This term pupils have been working through a project based around
the topic of ‘E-safety’. Pupils started the term deepening their
understanding of ‘E-safety’ and were then given a scenario based
task that involves them working through the production process for
a small independent T-shirt design company.
Pupils began the project by producing an initial ‘hand drawn design’
subsequently making improvements by embracing ‘Quality Teacher
Marking’ and self-reflection time to enhance their design. Following
the half term break pupils will utilise the new ‘state of the art’ computer science and design suite to
produce a final product before printing onto specialist paper and applying their design onto a T-shirt.
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Modern Foreign Languages
This half term the students have been learning how to hold basic conversations with other German speakers.
This has included being able to describe their own appearance, age and name. They have also been practicing
writing to German pen-pals getting ready for later in the academic year when this will become a reality.

Design Technology
Pupils are currently learning about Bridge engineering and so far have completed tasks to deepen their
understanding of the topic. Following the half term break pupils will work together in small groups to produce
a model bridge that must meet a set of requirements and withstand a rigorous testing process.

Mathematics
Secondary have worked so hard this term in Mathematics. We have covered a wide variety of subjects
within the number curriculum. Early in September we focused on written methods of addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division, ensuring that every student had the key skills to succeed! Most classes have moved
on to more complex number work now, including; the order of operations, index notation, fractions and
percentages.
Miss Duffy has introduced Maths Stars this term, with students gaining stars for good attitude to learning,
exceptional work or completing work outside the classroom. Students will be competing for best class and
best student at the end of the Autumn Term in December so watch this space….!

European Union Mock Council E-Twinning
Reddish Hall School have been very lucky to be selected to attend the EU Mock Council in London in
November 2016. Over 200 schools applied and only 30 were selected. Two students will be attending
with Mr Lomax and Miss Duffy, where they will represent Bulgaria.
In the Mock Council, each of the 30 schools are assigned a role of an EU member state or an EU
institution. They will participate in a simulated EU council meeting and discuss two topics. The two
selected students will research these policy ideas with staff and represent the perspective of their
adopted country.
Through E-Twinning, Reddish Hall have already buddied up with a partnership school in Bulgaria. Their
students are currently hard at work, preparing information on their daily lives and views in order to help
our students better understand their country.
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Science
In science we looked at some key questions: What is the Periodic Table? What is a ‘Group’? What is a
‘Period’? Then we looked at the basic structure of the Periodic Table, the fact that the positon of elements
in the periodic table is in relation to their electronic structure and a brief history of the development of the
concept of the Periodic Table.

Geography
We have been investigating Russia; the physical features of Russia, the
range of different climates, the population distribution, what life is like in
rural Russia, the environmental problems that Russia faces and how Russia plays a significant role in
Global Energy Resources.

Options
Secondary have been both bowling and playing golf this half term as part of their options. We used Moorend
Driving Range in Bramhall to hone golfing skills and several of our students had skills that improved rapidly!
Key Stage 4 have also had the opportunity to use this driving range as part of their PE sessions which they
have really enjoyed.
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Vocational
Key Stage 4 have begun their vocational qualification, City and Guilds in horticulture and animal care. They
are attending Reddish Vale High School Farm every Tuesday morning and Thursday afternoon under the
instruction of Caroline Hulme. The first unit has focused on health and safety and students have had the
opportunity to put their health and safety knowledge to the test with moving heavy objects, cleaning out
animals and feeding them, as well as beginning the Reddish Hall raised beds where we’ll hopefully harvest
vegetables in the future that can be used in our food tech lessons!
The alpacas have been a big hit, along with the rare breed sheep, goats and guinea pigs!
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