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New Multi Use Games Area
This term has seen the construction of a MUGA (multi-usage games area) that pupils are able to use for
sports and recreation purposes. The high fencing ensures safety when playing and the surface meets the
needs of several sports. It also has inbuilt football nets and basketball hoops. The investment of around
£60,000 will hopefully be appreciated by Reddish Hall pupils for a long time to come!
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Mr Newiss’ 40th Birthday!
The whole school got together to surprise Mr Newiss for his birthday. We decorated the hall with banners
and laid out lots of cake for the whole school to enjoy. He received a record number of birthday cards and
even some presents!

New Primary Class
We will be opening our third primary class after the Easter holidays and would like to welcome Miss
Taylor to the staff team!

Parents and Carers Forum
At this term’s parents and carers forum we looked round what will be the primary building and
discussed the upcoming work to restore it. Time was taken to talk about the growth of the school
and how it would be managed in the upcoming months as our numbers increase slightly. We also
discussed the newsletter and if there was anything else they would like to see in it.
The next forum will be held on Monday 19th June 2017 at 1.30pm. Please let school know if you
are able to attend.
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Dogs’ Trust
We had a visit from the Dogs’ Trust as part of PSHE. We have been learning about how to keep ourselves
safe and healthy and Anna from the Dogs’ Trust came in to teach us how we can keep our pets safe and
healthy too!
We learnt about what things our pets need like; food, water, exercise, toys and vet care like vaccinations,
worming and flea treatment. We had a look at a real worm and a real flea and discussed why it’s important
that we make sure our dogs are clear of fleas and worms.
Anna brought in a giant dog Teddy (pictured with Rio) and it had a real microchip in it. The children in primary
2 all took turns to find the microchip with the scanner. The children were excellent and Anna has invited us
to go to her Dogs’ Trust centre for a visit, which will be happening next term.

World Book Day
World Book Day was a lovely day here at Reddish
Hall School. The children and staff in the primary
department made a fantastic effort. We had 4
Harry Potters, Hermione Granger, a police officer,
a couple of crayons, a penguin, Spiderman and Iron
Man to name a few!
The children in primary 2 had a book filled morning
in English consisting of a book hunt! All the children
seemed to really enjoy getting involved and were
excited to dress up in their costumes.
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Cave Trip
Primary 1’s trip to the cave was a long and exciting day. We found out how caves are created and
listened to all the stories and legends from this particular cave. We had photos taken while we put our
head inside the dragon’s mouth! One of the many stone animals inside the cave. It was very chilly inside
the cave so when we got out we all had a hot chocolate and looked at different types of fossils that had
been found inside. We even got a stone animal to take home with us. What a fantastic day out.
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Red Nose Day
We had lots of fun in primary 2 raising money for Comic Relief.
Prior to thinking of fundraising ideas, the children were shown clips from the Comic Relief website of who
the money would go to and where in the world it could go. This helped to educate them on the daily struggles
other people may face and also to remind them how lucky we all are. With great thought and consideration,
they decided that they wanted to make cake pops to sell around school, as they know cake pops are well
sought in school so would be a good way to make money. They also decided that they would like to do
something whereby they could challenge themselves. It was decided that they would compete in a sponsored
silence! They did us very proud and managed between them to raise a considerable amount of money. Well
done everybody!
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Primary 1 invited their parents in for Red Nose Day where we raised lots of pennies to help hundreds of
children from around the world. We baked cakes and cookies to serve to our families and we showed them
some of our most recent work. It was a great morning enjoyed by all.
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Computer Science
On Wednesday 15th March, Mr Norbury the schools Computer Science teacher organised a cross-curricular
trip with the schools Science teacher, Mr Braidwood and Miss Hulme (Primary 2 teacher) to The Big Bang
Fair at the NEC in Birmingham. Hamza (KS3), Sam (KS3), Drew (KS2) and Kian (KS2) were lucky enough to
be chosen to represent Reddish Hall School.
The fair, advertised as being the largest celebration of science, technology, engineering and math’s (STEM)
for young people in the UK certainly didn’t disappoint. Reddish Hall students were encouraged to take part
in interactive activities and discover what exciting and rewarding opportunities there are for careers in the
UK. Students spoke to inspirational representative engineers and scientists from some of the UK’s biggest
companies to find out how what they learn at school is used by real people in real jobs.
The students got to make salt water powered cars in association with Shell Fuels and had the opportunity to
race their cars against cars built by students from other schools. They watched a live show called ‘Do try this
at home’ that demonstrated a range of experiments and a stand-up comedy sketch about how math’s can be
used with a computer spreadsheet to create an image. They also got to create a 3 metre fire tornado using
a large metal bin and a Lazy Susan!
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Trip to the Library
In January primary took a visit out
to our local library and we had many
questions to ask! The librarian gave
us lots of information on how to find
books depending on if they were
fiction or non – fiction and how
to use the Dewey Decimal system
to find a type of book in the non
– fiction section. We found lots of
interesting books and we brought
some back to school with us on loan.
We hope to visit again soon to get
some new books.
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Art
Primary one have been looking at the abstract work
of artist Pablo Picasso. We looked at portraits in
particular and Picasso’s use of colour to show his
mood. The students created three pieces of Art for
the project, from a simple portrait, to a collage using
facial features from a magazine and finally a mask. It
would be safe to say that the students found some of
Picasso’s work a little strange but they worked really
hard to create some impressive pieces of work.
Primary 2 have been expanding their observational
drawing skills by drawing real fruit and vegetables.
They continued to use these skills by making
mushrooms out of clay.
As result of developing their observational skills the
students picked a small area of a flower and working
in pastels, enlarged it to create a more abstract image
with impressive results!
From nature Primary 2 moved on to one of my
favourite subjects …cake! The students seemed quite
keen too. We looked at the work of artist Wayne
Thiebaud and created a series of drawings of different
cakes. The students used their studies to create a
larger than life 3D cake out of paper.
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Outdoor Education
Our year 5/6 class made their debut on outdoor education this term. It is safe to say they absolutely loved it
and stated, “It’s the best trip ever!” Whilst we were there we took part in archery, bush craft, den building and
we started a fire to boil the kettle so we could have hot chocolate around the camp fire. Not forgetting the
marshmallows we toasted which complimented the hot chocolate! We are very much looking forward to
our next visit- hopefully next term.
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Science
The year 5/6 class have been learning about ‘inventors
and inventions’ in Science this term. They seem to
have really enjoyed this topic as we have been able
to participate in many practical elements including:
designing and creating our own boats, thinking about
what we would like to invent and designing it and also
using K’Nex. We made our own models, following
instructions which included gears, levers and pulleys.
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In science this term we have been looking at different
types of rocks. We know that there are 3 main rock
catagories and we have had some really fun and
exciting lessons using treats instead of the rocks to
put them in the correct group. We looked at the
features of each chocolate and cake such as if it
had air bubbles like Aeros and Crunchies, or if it had
evidence of being heated or had a flow such as angel
cake and a mars bar and finally if it had been formed
through pressure of grains and layers such as a cereal
bar or the squares bar. Best of all, we got to take all
the treats home with us!
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‘Wat-er’ Life Skill
Our primary one class have been attending weekly swimming lessons at our local pool.
Each and every pupil in our class have vastly improved since they first started back in October.
Some could not swim at all while others would not put their faces in the water...
NOW WE HAVE A FULL CLASS OF SWIMMERS!
They are all working hard towards their 10m badges and we are extremely proud they’re learning a vital life
skill.

Options
This term we have held Friday afternoon options trips to Hollywood Bowl, Moorend Golf Driving Range,
and Medlock High Ropes. We’ve been caving and paid work around the school has been offered too.
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English
This half term in English we have delved into the world of
William Shakespeare, 401 years after the death of the Bard.
We began by exploring the context of Elizabethan English and
Shakespeare’s Globe theatre and all had a go at some creative
writing. We imagined that we were alive in the 1600s and on
our way to the theatre as a groundling, a wealthy nobleman
or woman or as a pickpocket sneaking around amongst the
crowds. We focused on using the senses to bring the scene alive for our reader.
We then began to study a play in detail, each class focusing
either on ‘Macbeth’ or ‘Romeo and Juliet’. For Macbeth, we
have explored the themes of Witchcraft, superstition, greed,
power and conflict. We have used drama, language analysis and
creative writing to explore the famous Scottish Play. For Romeo
and Juliet we have looked at the themes of love, death, conflict
and fate, exploring how people would view these differently in
Shakespeare’s time. We have looked in detail at how fate plays
a part in this legendary love story and we have studied how
the tragedy unfolds before the audience’s eyes. We have also
considered the genius of Shakespeare’s prologue and the irony
of knowing of the inescapable end of the two lead characters
right from the start.

Modern Foreign Language
This term the pupils have been expanding on their previous learning by looking at
different ways to describe themselves, other people, their homes and parts of the
body in German.
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Geography
We have been studying The Middle East in detail. The students have located at least eight countries
and three bodies of water and created an accurate map to show this. Images and maps have been
used to identify the three main climate zones of the Middle East, along with lots of visual and statistical
information to concentrate on studying the Desert in detail. From this we looked at the people of the
Desert and the different ways in which these people survive. Recently we researched looking at where
people live in the Middle East and compared densely and sparsely populated areas. One of the most
important areas we studied was the links between the UK and the Middle East and facts about oil and
ways in which we use oil. This topic has generated a great deal of discussion amongst the students and
given us time to extend the topic and investigate more the delights of the Middle East.

Science
During this half term the students have been doing a
chemistry unit which involved a lot of practical work.
We classified materials as solid, liquid or gas and what
properties they had according to the arrangement of
particles and used the term ‘states of matter’ in context.
We looked at the question, “Why do we smell things?”
for example when cooking, linking this to the idea of
diffusion and eventually a discussion on Tim Peak in Space and how his astronaut suit is designed to reduce
methane emissions. We looked at the concept of solubility and what affects this and completed a good set of
results investigating chromatography in different coloured pens.

PSHE
We have been looking at employability skills, what an employer is looking for, interview skills and the
attributes that the young people already have and just didn’t necessarily recognise. We finished that
topic by holding mock interviews for made up positions within the school and invited three members
of staff to be interviewed by the panel of students. The interview comprised of questions thought up
by the students with them having the power to choose the member of staff that they felt performed
the best.
More recently we have been producing powerpoint presentations outlining and highlighting the progress
made by each pupil during their time at Reddish Hall School. An important and valuable exercise for all
involved.
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Art
Our pupils produce some amazing pieces of art work
under the tutelage of Mr Clark. We thought you’d
like to look at some!
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