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Official Opening!
Our school was officially opened on May 16th by the MP for Denton and Reddish, Andrew Gwynne. Visitors
including parents, professionals who work with the school, a group of ex-pupils from North Reddish School
who left in 1949, current pupils from our sister school Belmont and representatives from Acorn Care and
Education joined us on a lovely May day for a tour of the school followed by inspired words from Mr Gwynne.
All our guests were impressed with the wonderful work carried out to bring the building into excellent condition
in order to be used once more as a school and with the exemplary behaviour of our pupils. Sam, Hamza and
Kian helped to give the guests a guided tour of the building while other students gave demonstrations of art,
first aid and computing, with Mr Norbury demonstrating the use of bananas as a musical instrument through
a system called Makey Makey.
Rylan helped Mr Gwynne cut the ribbon to formally declare the school as ‘open’ before everyone tucked into
lunch and a specially decorated cake.
The start to Reddish Hall has so far proved extremely successful, with all our young people settling in and
making progress with their behaviour, attendance and learning. We are very proud of them and hope you
are too!

More
photos
inside!
Our aim is that every student should achieve their potential
and develop an understanding of and respect for themselves and others
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School Update
Despite being a very short half term – only 4 weeks and 4 days – there has been a lot going on at Reddish
Hall School. Lots of parents & carers have been in to celebrate the success of their charge at annual reviews,
which were all very positive with our young people settling in well and making strides in all areas.
We had our official opening, which was a great success and allowed us to show off our school, both the
building and our fantastic students. It was great to see so many people there and a huge thank you to
Andrew Gwynne, the MP for the Reddish area, who gave an excellent speech.
We have welcomed both new pupils and new staff this half term, with Mr Norbury joining us as lead teacher
of computer science and design, Mr Ward joining us as site manager and Mr Beard leaving us as the previous
site manager and becoming a pupil support worker instead! We have also welcomed Tyrece, Lewis and
Harvey to Key Stage 3 and Marellis to our Primary department.
The last half term of the year is always a busy one with plenty of trips, activities and lots to look forward to.
We will also be starting to get ready for September when our year 9’s become our first Key Stage 4 class and
our school grows even further.

Computer Science
It has been an exciting half term; Mr Norbury
has joined the staff at Reddish Hall School
as lead teacher of Computer Science and
Design.
KS3 students have been introduced to
programming software; Scratch and have
already successfully coded and developed two
computer games including a ‘Flappy bird’ style
game.
Additionally students have been experimenting
with ‘Ma Key Ma Key’ invention kits that aim
to develop students’ creative, inventive and imaginative skills. Students have made game controllers
using items such as bananas, apples and Play-Doh.
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Art and Design
This term we have been exploring ‘Pop Art’ and looking closely at the work of Andy Warhol. We now know
why he produced so many pictures of soup cans! We have completed a celebrity portrait in the style of
Warhol, using pencil crayon. We are also finishing our self-portraits with paint. The class has also looked at
Primary and Secondary colours and have included some of these in our self-portraits.

French
It has been a very colourful term in French too! The
class has been learning their colours in French very
enthusiastically and very successfully, they particularly
enjoy ‘Colours Bingo’.
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Geography
This half term in geography we have been looking at the weather and seasons explored through art.
We have even been practising our own weather reports!
The primary class have also been learning different mapping symbols. We followed our own school map
and discovered a forest in reception, an airport in the playground, a café in the break room and a train
station in the secondary school.

ICT

Last half term we looked at graphing online which has really supported our learning of data handling in maths
this term. This half term we have started looking at animation. We have explored stop frame animation and
frame by frame flip book which we are building our own characters and settings to create our own.

English
The main topic this half term has been based on the book ‘wind in the willows’. We have compared the video
version and the book, then we all wrote our own sequels to the book by adding our own woodland character
who makes lots of mistakes and has to find a way to resolve them.

PSHE
Last term we focused on lots of different ways of keeping healthy including; healthy foods, healthy exercise,
healthy teeth and gums, germs and infections, personal hygiene and more. This half term we have explored
healthy relationships and friendships.
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Maths
We have looked at a lot of data handling this term. We have sorted objects and information in various
diagrams and graphs such as Venn diagrams, Carrol diagrams, pictograms, block diagrams and classification
keys. We have just started looking at how to tell the time with us starting with ‘on the hour’. Maybe parents
could help by asking us to look at a clock and tell the time when it is on the hour.

Options
At the end of the previous term we spent a whole day out!
First we went to the cinema and had our very own VIP box whilst watching ‘Catch the Flag’. We
were even treated with chocolates.
After we went to Frankie and Benny’s, there were cheese burgers all round! It was very busy at the
cinema and restaurant due to it being half term for other schools, however the Reddish Hall school
pupils displayed very positive behaviour. We are proud to call them our pupils.
For options this term the children have enjoyed trips out to swimming, to soft play and to the local
park. We took pool toys and balls with us and the boys were very considerate of others when using
them.
It was great to see all our pupils
playing together so well, to
overcome fears and experience
new things such as the Jacuzzi.
There were smiles and laughter
all round!
Also we’d like to say a HUGE
WELCOME to Marellis, who is
a newcomer this term.
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Options continued...

What’s coming up next?
The second half of the summer term will be based around the topic of ‘Buckets and Spades’, looking at, and
hopefully visiting, the seaside.
In History we will be studying the Victorians and spending a day at Quarry Bank Mill, finding out how the
apprentices got on in the mill and looking at how our lives are very different to theirs.
Science will be focusing on animals including humans and we will be find out about nutrition, muscles and
bones.
We will be making our own soft toy monsters our of felt in design, using stencils to create seaside bunting
and maybe making 3D jellyfish.
In French we will be learning the vocabulary for the body, so instead of heads, shoulders, knees and toes you
may hear “tête, épaules, genoux, pieds…”
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Art
In Art we have been looking at Pop Art, in particular the portraiture work of Andy Warhol. We have
been using images of celebrities (popular culture) to produce a free hand drawing from which to develop an
individual unique work of art.

Wayne Rooney by B. Milnes

The Queen, by T. Bell

We have used various mediums, looking at colour and tone, and in one case, referencing Matisse, used
coloured card to outstanding effect. One student has developed his initial drawing through studies into a final
painting.

Wayne Rooney by B. Milnes

By J. Pennington

Other students have been using oil pastels, looking at the work of Fracis Bacon to produce some excellent
work, again relating to portraiture.
We have some really talented young artists all willing to experiment and willing to learn.
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Science
At the start of this short half term the students have been investigating the topic acids and alkalis. Firstly we
identified common household acids and alkalis and labelled general acids and alkalis which are used in the
science lab. Students used a red cabbage indicator to measure the pH level and strength of three mystery
solutions. This was further extended by testing soil samples and establishing which type of crops would grow
in which soil conditions. The students looked at scientific research linked to the application of antacid tablets,
for example, cost, number of tablets and marketing and advertising of such products.
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PSHE
This half term the secondary pupils have been learning and discussing the elements of a healthy and an
unhealthy relationship as part of our sex and relationships education syllabus.
We have also tackled the sensitive issues of child sexual exploitation to raise awareness amongst the young
people. The subject was very well received and the students tackled it with outstanding maturity.

Rewards Trip
The secondary pupils recently went on a full day rewards trip to see Batman vs Superman followed by a feast
at Pizza Hut. The students thoroughly deserved their day out earned by great behaviour throughout the
previous term and a great time was had by everyone!

What’s coming up next?
PSHE: Next up in PSHE we are introducing the topics of Radicalisation and British values including guest
speakers from Greater Manchester Police and a local MP to discuss democracy and what it means to us as
individuals.
Science: in science we will be beginning a biology topic following on from our work looking at science skills.
Computing & Design: We will be continuing with Scratch and designing a program to fit a specification
Outdoor Ed: Secondary pupils will be visiting a site in order to participate in outdoor activities such as canoeing.
PE: In PE we are looking at soccer skills and will be going to Life Leisure to put these skills into practice. We
are hoping to have a football match against another team in the near future.
MFL: In modern foreign languages we will begin studying German this half term.
Maths: In maths we will be looking at probability, ratio and presenting data.
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